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Canada Post Corporation Strategic Review
330 Sparks Street
Ottawa ON K1A ON5

Dear Sir/Madam:
Re: Canada Post Corporation Strategic Review

It has recently been brought to our attention that Canada Post is undertaking a Strategic
Review of the operations of the Corporation. As a municipality made up of a large rural
area in which several post offices operate, the Council for the Municipal District of
Northern Lights No. 22 wishes to provide their comments.

We are concerned that this review is being undertaken without the benefit of public
meetings to ensure that the voice of the general public is heard. There are many people in
our rural areas that do not have access to the internet and consequently may not be aware
this review is underway, in fact, this is the first we have heard of the review. A
fundamental part of the development of public policy and strategic planning is input from
those affected by the policy. The fact that the government is not holding public hearings
and is proceeding rather quickly with this review would suggest that it is not interested in
hearing from the public.

Our rural post offices provide a very important service, and one which has an effect on
the communities’ economic development. We do not have private sector mail providers,
and the cost of courier services for regular mail would be beyond our financial
capabilities. Our municipality covers an area of some 20,360 square kilometers of land,
and has a population of 3556 people, many of which reside in several small hamlets, all
serviced by a post office. Many of the residents in these areas have a long history in the
area, and were responsible for the settlement of those communities.

The post offices in those small rural communities are often the central point for people to
gather, discuss issues and gather information about community happenings. Along with
that is the security of our mail delivery system, which has been in good hands through
Canada Post. It will become increasingly difficult {or our post offices to provide
affordable service to everyone in our areas if the government erodes or eliminates the
very mechanism that funds universal postal service — exclusive privilege.

Visit our website at www.mdnorth22.ab.ca






